
Healthcare reform will affect ethnic minorities 

Filing Taxes is an Economic Advantage 

Magan Ibrahim  

The year 2009 has brought extra ordinary 

changes to America. First Black Elected 

President entered  the White House. For 

the first time in 15 years, Democratic 

Party controls the executive and legisla-

tive branches of the US Government and 

initiated unprecedented social programs. 

The economic down trend that started a 

year earlier become even more de-

pressed.  Major auto industries were on 

the verge of collapse until government 

rushed to help. Banks and other financial 

institutions were also on the brink of fal-

ling victim to this economic hardship and 

asked government bailout.  Housing crisis 

has affected millions of people and made 

a bad situation even worse. Record num-

bers of job lost were announced every 

month by the Labor Department.   

Government begin multiple programs to 

stop the economic bleeding including; 

TARP, Stimulus package and Auto Bailout. 

Recent reports indicate that the situation has improved and government focus shifted to 

other major campaign promises. President Obama has asked congress to focus on his top 

priority; Healthcare Reform.   

The heart of the debate to òreformó the healthcare system is whether to extend coverage 

to millions of Americans that are without insurance now and how to pay for it. The formula 

to pay is simple and most economists agree that there are multiple ways to pay and at the 

same time extend the coverage.  See page 3 
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The Somali population is not only the fastest 

growing African nationality in the U.S., but 

also the fastest growing population of people 

in Ohio.  Of the over 70,000 Somalis in Ohio, 

46,000 live in central Ohio.  The Somali popu-

lation generates a buying power of over $210 

million which shadows all other African com-

munities in Ohio. This makes the community 

very valuable to the State and to the economic 

stability of the Somali community itself.  

It is very important that Somali Americans and 

those eligible for citizenship file taxes this 

year at a reputable tax service. The average 

house Somali household has 5-7 members and 

four of those are working adults contributing 

an average household income of over                

$ 80,000. There are many tax benefits offered 

this year by the Obama administration and 

Somalis can take advantage of them receiv-

ing a refund of over $4,000 if properly filed.  

Families and businesses can maximize on 

non-refundable and refundable tax credits 

that will reduce taxes owed or increase the 

dollar amount on the tax return.  Also, Presi-

dent Obama is offering an expansion for the 

Earned Income Tax credit (EITC) for families 

with children under the American Recovery 

and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  Families with 

three or more children will receive a higher 

EITC than they did prior to the ARRA, also, 

families earning as much as $43,250 ($48,250 

for married couples) will receive the credit. 

Even people filing single with no children 

are eligible to receive an EITC of $457.  

Inside this issue: 

A $ 7 million campaign to pre- 2  

Will the Somali piracy menace 3  

MEDIA ADVISORY ð H1N1 3  

Somali language pages 6 -8   

Special points of interest: 

¶ Health Care and Minorities. 

¶ Filling taxes 

¶ Somali Votes in Central Ohio 

¶ Young people and the Internet 

Date: 12/11/2009 Volume 1, Issue 1 

Picture design by Friday Bulletin  

The Weekly Community News Update  

The Friday Bulletin  

 Morse road Suite 213 

Columbus, OH 43231  

Phone: 6114-432-8336 

Fax: 614-559-9906 

E-mail: info@fridaybulletin.com  



Abdi Warsame  

Our children are the societyõs most valuable assets. They 

represent the bright future and hold hopes for a better 

society. Nevertheless, our children also happen to be the 

most vulnerable members of society. In this advanced 

world, children at an early age learn how to operate the 

computer and routinely use the internet for homework, 

playing games and communicating with others while at 

the same being exposed to different cultures and ideas.  

This past summer, the news of a runaway teenage girl 

who fled from Ohio to Florida after she converted from 

Islam to Christianity got a nationwide attention. Rifqa 

Bary, 17 year old from Gahanna, Ohio claimed that her 

parents threatened to òkill heró after her conversion. In a 

Newsweek article, òThe Christian Runawayó, a Christian 

friend of Bary recalls how she got connected with other 

ôbelieversõ by using the internet. By using network like 

Facebook, Brian Williams, who befriended her at a 

prayer hall says that not only did the internet allowed her 

to connect but also attend prayers.  

Her story is an example of one of the threats that young 

people face while online. Other potential dangers are: 

sexual solicitations from pedophile, exposure to explicit 

pornography images and videos. Parents need to super-

vise and advice their kids on the dangers of the internet.  

Court orders Bary family mediation 

Should parents monitor childrenôs Internet and cell phone use? 
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You probably have heard this saying òAs Ohio Goes So 

Goes The Nationó this details the Political myth and tradi-

tion that a candidate cannot win the presidency without 

winning Ohio.  

What is so important about the Buckeye state you might 

wonder?  Historically speaking since 1960, every elected 

U.S. President has won the great state of Ohio. Also, no 

Republican runner has ever taken the White House with-

out winning Ohio. Thus, the great state of Ohio has be-

come critical battleground in general elections making it 

vital in the race for control of United States politics as 

whole.  

In Ohio, Thousands of Somalis reside. Majority of who 

are eligible and registered to vote. Some participate in 

politics more than the other; some volunteer while some 

even work closely with candidates and issue endorse-

ments.  A number of them align them selves with political 

parties; such as democrats and republicans, others stay 

independent. Their votes accumulate into piles of power 

that are visible to very candidates. With no exaggeration 

these numbers of Somali votes are enough to break a tie 

and tilt the victory from one side to another.  

Classical example could be drawn from the case of the 

15th district congressional, the hardly fought race of 

2008, between Republican Steve Stivers and Democrat 

Mary Jo Kilroy. Which after long legal battles over blem-

ished provisional ballots, Kilroy defeated Stivers only, 

and I mean only, by 2,311 votes ð fraction of the Somali 

vote.  

Ohioõs 15th District which encompasses half of the 

densely Somali populated Franklin county, Union and 

Madison counties voted Republican for generations until 

Mary Jo Kilrolõs recent victory that some might also ac-

knowledgment to the increase of the Somali populace in 

the region that help the districtõs constituency revolve 

blue.  

In conclusion, these are facts and figures that illustrate 

what will soon about to be very evident voting bloc that 

was already visible to candidates but the puzzle remains 

to be, how much we (Somali/Americans) are conscious 

and aware of the political power that is on our hands that 

politicians are craving for.  

Monday 7 th December 2009: Franklin County Juvenile Court 

government plan directs 17 years old Rifqa Bary needs to 

hear out her parentsõ explanation of their religious beliefs. 

The plan also says the parents must listen to the girlõs expla-

nation of her Christianity so all sides can better understand 

why she ran away to Florida over the summer.  

July 19, 2009. Rifqa Bary disappears. It is later determined 

that she had taken a bus to Orlando, Fla., where she met Bev-

erly Lorenz. Mrs. Lorenz met the girl through a Facebook 

prayer group. Rifqa has since been assigned to a foster fam-

ily approved by the Florida Department of Children and 

Families.  

Oct. 23, 2009:  Judge Daniel P. Dawson of the 9th Judicial Circuit 

Court of Florida orders Rifqa be transferred into the care of 

Franklin County Children Services.  

Oct. 27, 2009:  The Florida Department of Children and Families 

announces that Rifqa is back in Columbus.  

The 17-year -old runaway is in the custody of Franklin County 

Children Services. She will live in a foster home, rather than im-

mediately returning to her parents' Northeast Side apartment. 

Further, a Columbus judge ordered that Children Services moni-

tor Rifqa's Internet and cell phone use. FB NEWS 

Somali Votes: The Hidden Tiebreaker  
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MEDIA ADVISORY ï 
H1N1 Clinic Announced 
Franklin County Board of Health  

 WHAT: H1N1 Vaccination Clinic ð Open to Anyone  

WHO: Franklin County Board of Health  

WHEN and Wednesday, December 16, 2009  

WHERE:  Westland Recrea-

tion Center (located on the 

Westland High School Cam-

pus) 

146 Galloway Road, Gallo-

way, OH 43119 

5:00 p.m. ð 8:00 p.m. 

DETAILS:  The Franklin 

County Board of Health is 

now pleased to be able to 

offer the vaccine to anyone who is interested in receiv-

ing it.  Residents no longer need to be in one of the high 

risk groups to be eligible to be vaccinated. The vacci-

nations will be offered free of charge.  

 Wear short or loose sleeves and eat something before 

coming to the clinic. No one with flu -like symptoms is 

able to be vaccinated and should not come to the clinic.  

All children 9 years of age and younger must receive a 

second dose of vaccine after 28 days to be fully pro-

tected. Other high risk individuals who have not re-

ceived the H1N1 vaccine yet are still encouraged to get 

vaccinated.  

MORE INFO: Visit Columbus Flu Info on Facebook and 

Twitter or visit our web site at columbuspan-

demicflu.org for frequently updated H1N1 information 

and resources.  Residents can also call 2 -1-1 for infor-

mation.  

Seasonal flu vaccinations are also available from the 

Franklin County Board of Health, visit 

www.franklincountyohio/health for clinic location de-

tails.  

EDITORõS NOTE: All remaining clinics in Columbus 

this week are only open to high risk individuals.  Next 

week is the first time clinics will be open to anyone who 

wants to receive the vaccine . 

Rifqa Bary: Associated Press photo  



County grant helps expand campaign to prevent prema-

ture births and those born too soon, suffering from life 

long physical and learning problems. A $7 million cam-

paign aims to educate mothers and doctors, and support 

research at Nationwide Children's Hospital.  

Four hospital systems involved in project.  The campaign 

is being led by physicians and researchers at Children's, 

Ohio State University Medical Center, OhioHealth and 

Mount Carmel Health systems, along with other govern-

ment and non -profit agencies.  

The multi -hospital effort, dubbed OBBO, or Ohio Better 

Birth Outcomes, started earlier this year. A five -year 

grant from Franklin County commissioners, announced 

this Wednesday, will expand the program, as reported 

in the Columbus Dispatch.  

"We're saving our children," Commissioner Paula Brooks 

said. "And we're also making sure our community is on 

the cutting edge in dealing with an issue that's very vex-

ing."  

Brooks said her two younger sisters were born early, 

and that her parents lost twin boys born prematurely, 

she said. 

"My father never got over it," Brooks said. "This will save 

lives beyond central Ohio."  

Franklin County's preterm birth rate is 13 percent, nearly 

twice the U.S. public health goal of 6.9 percent and is 

among the highest in Ohio. The average cost for a baby's 

stay in a neonatal intensive care unit in the county ex-

ceeds $120,000 and can climb to more than $2 million.  

Commissioner John O'Grady said the county's investment 

also will create 2,500 high -paying jobs in research and 

medical care. FB NEWS 

Healthcare Reform Will Affect Ethnic Minorities  
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From page 1  

Healthcare Insurance industry has fought decades to 

stop any attempt to reform. Every Democratic President 

from Hurry Truman, who proposed the first national 

health care plan in late 1940s to Clinton, has tried unsuc-

cessfully to make changes on how health insurance sys-

tem is designed.  

The bill is in the Senate where vote is expected within 

few weeks. If this reform fails or the outcome becomes a 

òwateredó down public option version, minorities who 

make up nearly half of the estimated 50 million Ameri-

cans without health insurance, will be the most affected, 

says author and political analyst, Earl Ofari Hutchinson.  

If it goes through as it is written now, the healthcare re-

form may create an òefficient and effectiveó mechanism 

for providing affordable, quality to the uninsured citi-

zens. However if the language is changed as several 

amendments suggest, the outcome could be disastrous 

to millions of ethnic minorities that lack the coverage 

now. This òwateredó down health reform may become 

more costly that comes short on the reason why reform 

was necessary at the first place - to stop the skyrocketing 

cost and to extend a health insurance to millions of 

Americans without coverage.  

Again, the òpublic optionó is the one proposal that will 

guarantee coverage for the uninsured. Insurance indus-

try has mounted an attack to kill this option or call for a 

compromise that will be profitable to the industry at the 

public's expense.  

Magan Abrahim, barasho@gmail.com  

By Patrick Beja  

 

As the year draws to a close, piracy continues to disrupt 

shipping on Somali waters and suggested remedies seem 

illusive.  

The number of piracy attacks in the Gulf of Aden and the 

East Coast of Somalia are more than last yearõs cases, ac-

cording to statistics from the International Maritime Bu-

reau (IMB) Piracy Reporting Centre.  

The centre monitors piracy around the world from Kuala 

Lumpur in Malaysia.  

The Seafarersõ Assistance 

Program (SAP), which works 

closely with IMB, also raised 

concern that pirates in the 

Gulf of Aden have been 

more vicious this year.  

SAP co-ordinator Andrew 

Mwangura said piracy re-

mains a headache in the re-

gion.  

"Statistics from the IMB show 

that piracy in the Gulf Aden 

remains a major challenge," 

Mwangura said.  

Last year, 111 incidents were recorded, compared to 114 

attempted attacks this year. Of the attacks, there have 

been 42 successful hijackings compared to the 142 ves-

sels hijacked last year. However, this year has seen a 

surge in activity of the east coast of Somalia, with 43 at-

tacks so far compared to 19 last year.  

Crew members  

There has also been an increase in the number of vessels 

fired upon in these regions from 39 last year to 54 cases 

this year.  

In addition, the report says, the number of crew members 

taken hostage is set to rise if the trend contnues.  

Last year, 815 crew members were held captive, while 

the number of hostages taken in these regions this year 

stands at 753. Thirty -two vessels were hijacked by Somali 

pirates in the first nine months of this year, with 533 crew 

members taken hostage.  

A further 86 vessels were fired upon and as of December 

6, owners of 12 vessels with 275 crew held hostage were 

still negotiating with pirates.  

According to IMB, Nigeria remains another area of high 

concern. While only 20 attacks were officially reported to 

IMB this year, information received from other sources 

indicates that at least 50 per cent of attacks on vessels, 

mostly oil tankers, have gone unreported. NEWS 

Will the Somali piracy 

menace ever end?  
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