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According to a new study revealed by the 
Pew Research Center's Internet & Ameri-
can Life Project, some 15 percent of cell 
phone owners between 12 and 17 years old 
have received nude or nearly nude photos 
on their phones. Fewer ï about 4 percent 
ï admit to having sent such images them-
selves. 

4% of cell phone-owning teens ages 12-17 

say they have sent sexually suggestive 

nude or nearly nude images of themselves 

to someone else via text messaging 

15% of cell phone-owning teens ages 12-17 

say they have received sexually suggestive 

nude or nearly nude images of someone 

they know via text messaging on their cell 

phone. 

Older teens are much more likely to send 

and receive these images; 8% of 17-year-

olds with cell phones have sent a sexually 

provocative image by text and 30% have 

received a nude or nearly nude image on 

their phone. Conôt on page 3 
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It might be too early for talks and discussions on the 
street concerning Ohioôs 2010 US senate race, but it 
isnôt early for the candidates who are battling for that 
post left blank by Ohio senior senator George Voino-
vich. 
 

Ohio born George Voinovich, whose father emigrated 
from Croatia occupied that senate seat since 1999 
when he preceded Ohioôs well-known Senator John 
Glenn Jr.  Voinovich who held many positions within 
the state of Ohio, from governor to lieutenant gover-
nor  and was mayor of Cleveland gives democrats a to 
chance to be in control of Ohioôs second Senate seat. A 
seat that no democrat would have envisioned with 
great hope and anticipation of victory if Voinovich was 
to run.  Conôt on page 2 
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Are you monitoring your children's sexing activities.  

The Weekly Community News Update  

Health Note: Cold, 
Flu, & Allergy  

 

The common cold is an acute 
(short -term) viral infection of the 
upper respiratory tract that may 
be spread through the air, for ex-
ample, by sneezing, or by contact 
with contaminated objects. Influ-
enza, or the ñflu,ò is the name of a 
virus and the infection it causes. 
Although for most people the in-
fection is mild, it can be severe 
and even deadly in those with 
compromised immune systems. 
Allergies are responses mounted 
by the immune system to a par-
ticular food, inhalant (airborne 
substance), or chemical.  
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Of war and Obama  
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If anyone was still agonizing about 

President Barak Obama receiving the 

Noble Peace Prize, the Stortingôs delib-

eration was validated by President 

Obamaôs Oslo address last Thursday. 

President Obama performed a member 

rhetorical dance, justifying the balance 

of peace with war,òthe instruments of 

war do have a role to play in preserving 

the peace." 

Surreal and Clausewitz-ian, the accep-

tance speech accepted responsibility 

for the irony of a peace Chairman wag-

ing war and sacrificing men and 

women whom never got to negotiate 

their fate.  ñEvil does exist in the 

worldò, President Obama defended, 

and rightfully so. Considering this Lau-

reateôs disposition of being the presi-

dent of a nation that was in war during 

the inception of his administration and 

having to politically leverage another 

war, it is hard to criticize him.  

It is unfair to assume that President 

Obama is content with defending the 

Hobbesian   policies of his country. It is 

his job. Some have deemed Obama a 

liberal - imperialist, calling him a softer 

version of Bushôs ñiron-fist imperial-

ismò. Granted President Obama is no 

Martti Ahtisaari, but Obama doesnôt 

get to pick his conflicts he inherited 

them and it is too early to judge the 

conôt from page 1 
 
In his last bid in 2004, Republican 
Voinovich won the seat with a landslide 
victory after he beat Democrat Eric 
Fingerhut whom received endorse-
ments and campaigned with major de-
mocratic names including John Kerry.  
 

In November 2010 that is not the case, 
Ohioôs senior senator is retiring and 
democrats who now enjoy great victo-
ries they accomplished in the last two 
elections seem to be enthusiastic and 

eager to capture that seat which re-
publicans are also yearning for. 
 

Two high profile democrats, Ohio Sec-
retary of State Jennifer Brunner and 
Ohio Lieutenant Governor Lee Fisher 
have already declared that they are 
entering the race accompanied by Rob 
Portman on the other side who is 
seeking the republican nomination 
and other Independent candidates 
who also announced their candidacy. 
 
With major early polls, including 
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The Somali population is not only the 

fastest growing African nationality in 

the U.S., but also the fastest growing 

population of people in Ohio.  Of the 

over 70,000 Somalis in Ohio, 46,000 

live in central Ohio.  The Somali popu-

lation generates a buying power of over 

$210 million which shadows all other 

African communities in Ohio. This 

makes the community very valuable to 

the State and to the economic stability 

of the Somali community itself.  

It is very important that Somali Ameri-

cans and those eligible for citizenship 

file taxes this year at a reputable tax 

service. The average house Somali 

household has 5-7 members and four 

of those are working adults contribut-

ing an average household income of 

over    $ 80,000. There are many tax 

benefits offered this year by the Obama 

administration and Somalis can take 

advantage of them receiving a refund 

of over $4,000 if properly filed.  

Families and businesses can maximize 

on non-refundable and refundable tax 

credits that will reduce taxes owed or 

increase the dollar amount on the tax 

return.  Also, President Obama is offer-
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Who are we? 

The Friday Bulletin is an independent 

community newspaper that serves resi-

dents, visitors and businesses in Central 

Ohio. Especial focus of the paper is on 

the minorities and new immigrants in the 

region. 

The paper is published weekly and dis-

tributed to businesses and worship places 

in Central Ohio. Subscribers can get via e

-mail and regular snail mail. The Friday 

Bulletin website is posted the electronic 

version of the paper weekly and updated 

on the current issues on daily bases. 

Those who register with our e-mail distri-

bution list will receive an electronics copy 

every week.  

We want to hear from you. If you:  

¶ are planning an event in our area; 

¶ are opening or operating a business 

in our communities; or  

¶ have a story lead for us; 

Please get in touch! The more we're in 

communication with our core neighbor-

hoods, the better we can serve our read-

ers and our advertising partners. 
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ing an expansion for the Earned In-

come Tax credit (EITC) for families 

with children under the American Re-

covery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  

Families with three or more children 

will receive a higher EITC than they 

did prior to the ARRA, also, families 

earning as much as $43,250 ($48,250 

for married couples) will receive the 

credit. Even people filing single with 

no children are eligible to receive an 

EITC of $457. 

 

The writer is a tax consultant 

based in central Ohio.  

outcome. The truth is; most people that 

scrutinize how Obama is operating do 

not have the security clearance he has. 

While ñjust war[s]ò, are hard for Cas-

sandras of war to conceptualize, 

Obama did, undisputedly, bring hope 

to the international scene. He main-

tains the same ñfaith of human pro-

gressò, that he noted in King and in 

Gandhi. The Presidential victory of 

Barack Obama brought the world 

pamoja  (Swahili for together), with a 

World Cup magnitude.  

Let us ñhopeò that Obama succeeds, 

mainly for the sake of those he de-

ployed to war, but also for the prestige 

and credibility of the Noble Peace 

Prize. 

Quinnipiac Polls suggesting that in 
the month of December, the republi-
can candidate Rob Portman had a 
slight lead over his democratic chal-
lengers, Fisher and Brunner- whoever 
comes out. The battle of Brunner and 
Fisher in the democratic primary that 
will be held next May, is just starting 
up with heat and Ohio Democrats 
consider this to be an expensive and   
competitive primary.  
Omar Hashi  
hashi71@gmail.com  
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The United States Senate convened to 
further the health care debate this 
Wednesday- a very unproductive de-
bate. In response to a democratic 
amendment introduced, Republic 
Senator Tom Coburn protested by de-
manding an out loud reading of the 767
-page amendment. It was as if the Sen-
ate met to hear a Dr. Seuss of ñThe 
Grinch That Stole Christmasò. 
Topics like cost, abortion funding and a 
government run insurance option were 
debated. Senator Reid omitted the pro-
posals on the government ïrun insur-
ance and Medicare expansion for the 
elderly and disabled. 

The Senate bill will include affordable 
coverage for over 30 million unin-
sured Americans and put a curb on 
insurance industry malpractices.  
The health care debate will be revis-
ited by the closing of the week. 
If the Senate passes a health care bill, 
its version will have to be merged with 
the version the House of Representa-
tives passed in November. The final 
bill would then need approval from 
both chambers before going to Obama 
to be signed into law. 
Obama and Democratic leaders have 
said they want the bill completed this 
year. The Senate would need to finish 
its work this week to leave a realistic 
chance of meeting that schedule. 

Healthcare stalemate 
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I have sister that is older than me. She 
is almost prettyé.almost I have to say 
because we are always angry with each 
other.  Either she did something that I 
did not approve or she did something 
that I didnôt.  This makes her angry and 
anger distorts her beautiful physical 
feature.  Also, my sister does not 
bother explaining anything to me. Last 
week I came home hungry and my sis-
ter was seating on the sofa in the living 
room.  
  
ñAnything to eat?ò I asked  
  
ñYes, everything is ready except 
Pasta go and serve itò She replied. 
  
I went to the kitchen and placed the 
sieve near and hold tightly the two end 
of the pot ñdhagahaò lifting up slightly 
from the oven and then I dropped it 
crying out loud, ñaaahhh it is very hotò.  
  
My sister came in to my rescue ñdid 
you spill anythingò. 
  
ñI burned myselfò I screamed to her 
while looking at my fingers reddening 
and swelling at the pace that seemed to 
rhythm with my heart beat.  
  
My sister started holding the 
ñdhigsigaò with her bare hands and 
pouring the water out from the pasta.  
  
Is it not hot? I asked. 
  
ñCry baby-I get used to it. When you do 
things often you will become use it and 
become desensitizedò  
  
ñDesensitizedò I asked unable to sup-
press my surprises 
  
ñMy hands ïfingers particularly get 
used to this heat and for that my senses 
are numb since I have being doing this 
for  long time continuouslyò 
  
ñDe-sensitized?ò  I said stretching the 
word 
  
ñNow youôre mockingéget outò my sis-
ter ordered.  
  
Truly, I was not mocking my sister.  

  
But I am forced to use the word to de-
fine our feelings- ñletôs move oné
people die every day in Somalia why 
the fussò I heard from many friends. 
We are desensitized to the plight and 
pain of our fellow country men and 
women to an extent that nothing seems 
to bother us. We heard Somali dying, 
Somali getting killed, raped, and 
robbed many times for past 18 years 
thus the familiarity of the news 
numbed our senses making us become 
desensitized. 
  
Perhaps we will rather use pretty sen-
ior high school lady who get pimples on 
her face on the prom night or smart 
boy without prom date as graphic illus-
tration of how this world is unjust or 
unfairé.Than the death of four minis-
ters or more than ten young Somali 
doctors.  
  
I have  the feeling Oprah will have as-
sembled doctors and dating experts to 
give the pretty lady and nerd boy tips 
on how to deal with their dilemmas. 
My sister and many others will have 
agreed this to be an actual dilemma, 
moistening their eyes, genuinely sorry, 
for the lady and gentlemenôs, feelings 
would have float on the surface. We are 
desensitized to our problems. Desensi-
tization will enormously affect our ra-
tionalizations. Our inability to grow 
feeling for each other will cripple any 
chance for us to create a force that will 
make a difference.  
  
My sister is reading new novel ñA 
Woman Among Warlordsò written by 
Malalai Joya. Strange  asbit is and I am 
frightened by this. I, one time, 
thumbed the book and found some 
interesting lines;òIf you survived this 
war my friends just remember some-
one is saving you as symbol of 
shameò.  Silence makes loudest echo. If 
we donôt act and fight against those 
that are killing our intellectuals and 
misinterpreting our religion  or puppet 
government for fear that we will die or 
our reputation will be stained or we 
will be labeled, we are certainly saving 
ourselves to become a symbol of 
shame.  
  
The Writer is political science 
major student at the OSU.  

ñ...remember someone is saving 
you as symbol of shameò  
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only dangers kids face today, sexting can 
be tragic. 
When a teen-age shares nude pictures of 
herself with a boyfriend and they break 
up, the consequences can be greater 
than expected. He can cruelly do the 
unthinkable and send the pictures 
around  to his peers. She may be har-
assed by other friends, and life as a teen-
ager becomes a living hell.  A few 
months down the road, the unforgiving 
harassment might cause the teen to 
commit suicide as the research found. 
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The teens who pay their own phone 

bills are more likely to send "sexts": 

17% of teens who pay for all of the costs 

associated with their cell phones send 

sexually suggestive images via text; just 

3% of teens who do not pay for, or only 

pay for a portion of the cost of the cell 

phone send these images. 
An MTV/Associated Press study that 

came out earlier this month has 
slightly higher numbers: About a 
third of young people (ages 14 to 24) 
surveyed said they receive e-mails or 
text messages with sexual words or 
images. About 1 in 10 said he or she 
shared a naked photo of oneself elec-
tronically.  
Its believed to be that, often teens send 
sexts as an alternative to engaging in 
actual sex and they rarely think about 
the consequences. 
Sexting is likely to increase with age, 
the Pew study found. Among 17-year-
olds with cellphones, 8 percent had 
sent a sexually provocative image, and 
30 percent had received one on their 
phone. There was no difference be-
tween genders. 
However, criminal charges are not the 
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