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Since about 2000 the Somali population 
has been looked at as a potential voter 
pool for local and state political office 
candidates. Some candidates have given 
back by sponsoring the translation of 
service brochures, which were vital to 
Somali families. Others have supported a 
few self proclaimed Somali leaders and 
very little has come to fruition at the 
community level.  
 

Regardless, the Somali community is 

very informed, decisive, maintains some 

continuity and wants progress. 
 

The political environment is changing in 

central Ohio; the public officers that did 

invest in the Somali community are mov-

ing on or out.  
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The Center for Justice and Ac-
countability (CJA) is on another 
witch hunt in attempts to justify 
its existence. For the third time 
they are bringing a past Somali 
leader to the American courts for 
acts committed while under com-
mand of the old Somali Revolu-
tionary government.  
 

A recent lawsuit has been filed by 
CJA against ex- Somali Colonel, 
Abdi Aden Magan.  The suit is on 
behalf of Abukar Hassan Ahmed, 
who in 1988 was kept hostage in 
Somalia under the command of 
Abdi Aden Magan.  Magan served 
as investigations chief of the Na-

tional Security Service of Somalia.  
A Southern Ohio district Court of 

the U.S. District Courts will be 

hearing the case which demands a 

jury trial. The lawsuit was filed 

under the Alien Tort Statute and 

the Torture Victims Protection 

Act.  
 

The Supreme Court is currently 

under debate about CJAôs case 

against former Prime Minister 

and Defense Minister Mohamed 

Ali Samantar. Samantar was also 

in power in the 1980ôs during the 

Barre regime as was Col. Abdi 

Aden Magan.  
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Star Johnson 

for Senate  

Star Johnson for the Ohio Senate 
3rd District on the May 4th ballot.  
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Who are we? 

The Friday Bulletin is an independent 

community newspaper that serves the 

local residents, visitors and businesses 

in Central Ohio.  The paper has special 

focus on the minorities and new immi-

grants in the region. 

The paper is published weekly and dis-

tributed to businesses and worship 

places in Central Ohio. Subscribers can 

get via e-mail and regular snail mail. 

The Friday Bulletin website is posted 

the electronic version of the paper 

weekly and updated on the current is-

sues on daily bases. Those who register 

with our e -mail distribution list will re-

ceive an electronics copy every week.  

We want to hear from you. If you:  

¶ are planning an event in our area 

¶ are opening or operating a business 

in our communities or  

¶ have a story lead for us 

Please get in touch! The more we're in 

communication with our core neighbor-

hoods, the better we can serve our read-

ers and our advertising partners. 

 

Contact us  
3280 Morse road Suite 213 

Columbus, OH 43231 

Phone: 614-432-8336 

Fax: 614-559-9906 

E-mail: info@fridaybulletin.com  
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The debate is if an individual from a 
foreign government can be held legally 
responsible for acts of wrongdoing or if 
they have immunity from civil suits like 
countries and their agencies do.  
Abdi Aden Magan has lived in Colum-
bus Ohio peacefully and without public 
nuance for ten years. 
 

The Center for Justice and Ac-
countability: divisive disregard 
for cultural diversity  
This case will do nothing for the Soma-
lis in Columbus, Minneapolis, or any-
where in the United States but bring 
problems.  
 

Our local community leader former 
Ambassador Abdikarin Ali Omar sees 

reason in enforcing justice but does not 
support the bias case pursuits of the 
CJA. ñIts good for justice to call to ac-
countability unjust acts, however; it is 
unjust to isolate one group of 
[perpetrators] and let another group go 
freeò. 
 

óSomalia is a nation of wars [lasting 
over] 22 years, over 1.5mil people have 
died and 4million refugees [have been 
affected]ò, says Hasan Omar, President 
of the Somali Community Association 
of Ohio. These cases brought the by 
CJA are counterproductive to national 
healing. 
 

The Columbus Somali community con-
tains representatives from every So-
mali tribe in Somalia. These tribes had 
conflicts of nationhood in Somalia; 

however, in Ohio they now live in 
peace. It is not an ambition of the So-
malis to relive old grievances.  
 

Many people in the Columbus Somali 

community have been victims of tor-

ture and kidnappings, however; the 

Somali community is Islamic and be-

lieves in forgiveness. Their sense of 

faith is stronger than the adulterated 

power of the U.S. gavel. 

Center for Justice and Accountability 
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Our community is charged with the 
responsibility to protect our future po-
litically and economically in Ohio. It is 
important to vote for policy makers 
who understand the needs and citizen-
ship of the Somali community. We live 
in the 3rd State Senate district and it is 
essential to establish a representative 
that has international experience and 
understands the importance of self suf-
ficient economics. 
 

Star Johnson  is a vetted candidate 
for our needs and the needs of the 3rd 
Senate district.  
 

Ms. Johnson was invited to meet with 
respected Somali leaders and youth to 
discuss her ambitions for State Senate. 
In attendance was former Hamar 
Mayor, AbdullahiSalat, former Somali 
ambassador to the U.S. AbdiKarin Ali 

Omar, Omar Xashid, and the Friday 
Bulletin executive staff.  
Her grassroots experience in public 
service, through volunteerism in the 
local hospital, years of outreach to the 
homeless, hungry, and abused 
throughout the community, involve-
ment with various faith missions 
clearly demonstrates her passion for 
the people.  
 

Star Johnson  actively generated up 
to $100,000 USD in aid for survivors 
of the Haitian quake and personally 
delivered the aide to those in need.  
Star also helps the homeless and hun-
gry selflessly in her own community 
here in Columbus, Ohio. 
 

She was an active participant in the 
immigration reform march in D.C., and 
intends on making the immigrant to 
citizen process less complicated for 
those serious about their loyalty to the 
U.S. 

"I strongly believe that public service 
begins in the home. I believe that it 
begins with my personal core valuesé  
I have challenged myself to improve 
the quality of lives for all Ohioans not 
through rhetoric, but through action."  
 

Her grassroots experience in public 
service, through volunteerism in the 
local hospital, years of outreach to the 
homeless, hungry, and abused 
throughout the community, involve-
ment with various faith missions 
clearly demonstrates her passion for 
the people.  
 

Help us support Star Johnson for the 
Ohio Senate 3rd District on the May 
4th ballot.  
 
For more information please visit, 
www.votersguide.dispatch.com and 
www.abrighterohio.com . 
 

Star Johnson for Senate  

LUULIYO Somali Language Program  

Broadcasting through WCRS 102.1 & 98.3 FM  

Simply Living Project  

Saturdays and Sundays from 430pm to 600pm  

Streaming: www.wcrsfm.org and www.luuliyo.com  

http://www.abrighterohio.com/
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SDP artists Abdi Roble and Doug 
Rutledge are bringing the Kids with 
Cameras program from Minneapolis to 
Columbus.  Kids With Cameras  is a 
comprehensive, 7-12 week class taught 
by Abdi Roble, Tariq Tarey, and Doug 
Rutledge at no cost to the participating 
schools. Students learn the basics of art 
production and appreciation through an 
introduction to documentary photogra-
phy and investigative reporting.   

They learn how to compose photos, how 
to respond to them in writing, and how 
to organize the whole into a coherent 
narrative. Students from various ethnic 
groups are given an opportunity to tell 
teachers and other students about im-
portant cultural values through class-
room presentations and their work is 
exhibited publicly after the course is fin-
ished.  

Here's how you can help  

 

We're working with students from the 
Columbus Global Academy and Bradley 
Hilliard High School this spring and 
we're still trying to secure enough cam-
eras for the 40-60 students who will par-
ticipate. We've found a source where we 
can buy cameras for $50 each but any 
amount from $5 up is greatly appreci-
ated. Please click on the link below to 
donate! Want to donate more than $5? 
Increase the amount of your donation by 
increasing the number in the "quantity" 
field. This will increase your donation in 
$5 increments.  

Ibrahim Abdullahi  
 

My fellow Diaspora Youth.  
 

The word Diaspora -graphically illus-
trate extend of our problem and the 
status of our nationhood. Practically, 
the word Diaspora means ex-patriot. 
Let hope this is not desired title or a 
permanent one but rather temporary 
one yield by the circumstances.  
 

Fellow country men and women  
 

Our grandparents and our parents 
fought for Somali independence. They 
won. The colonial left with them the 
burden of what they are seeking with-
out roadmap, direction. They never 
had formal training. There was nobody 
to coach them about nation-building or 
governance. They collected pieces of 
information they thought were impor-
tant and stitched them together - based 
on best of their ability and understand-
ing they built a nation and some sort of 
governance.  
 

The modern world, the advancing soci-
ety that borne out of them increased 
understanding of nationhood and gov-
ernance demanding more, expected 
more from the government. The 

threads our founders use wear off. The 
nation they built, what we rightfully 
supposed to inherit, broke into thou-
sands of pieces. The fragments, the 
damages are visible and heart break-
ing.  
 

My fellow Friends  
 

Have you ever wonder why our nation 
founders used weak thread to loosely 
stitch our nationhood? There is no one 
single qualified response to this ques-
tion but there is one provable answer. 
Our founding fathers heavily relied on 
generations after them. They expected 
their children and their grandchildren 
will found more pieces of larger picture 
of the nationhood, nation -building and 
governance puzzle; find the missing 
fragments and tightly stitch the com-
plete pieces together-not perfect but 
better then they found.  
 

We never understood the best part of 
the puzzle neither did we ever bother 
to look for it. Our grandparents or par-
ents used whatever they had in their 
disposal to win their independence. 
That was their duty, their fate. They 
left the nation building for the genera-
tion after them.  

A Message to the Somali Youth Diaspora  
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All the while the Somali community 
has produce over 9,000 registered vot-
ers hundreds of tax revenue generating 
businesses and most of all the commu-
nity is the culprit for economically 
renovating once abandon areas of 
north side Columbus. 
The Somali Community has not taken 
advantage of their power in spending, 
voting and numbers. 
 

It is critical for our community to un-
derstand which political candidates are 
running and what their political/ policy 
jurisdictions are before we raise a hand 
in support. We also have to hold those 
people that want to be considered So-
mali leaders responsible for who they 
introduce to the community.  
 

The majority of Somalis in central Ohio 
live in the 3 rd upper house (Senate) 
district, the 20 th house district and the 
12th U.S. Congressional district. If a 
candidate does not have a vested inter-
est in areas that we concentrate then 
they should not receive our support. 
 

2010 Races  
 A local Somali paper ran an article on 
several candidates, and the intent was 
to get the Somali vote mobilized in the 
said candidateôs favor. 
Two things jump out from the article. 
First only three of the proposed candi-
dates have true political ability to help 
our community; Jennifer Brunner , 
Kevin Boyce  and Rep. Tracy 
Heard . These candidates have proven 
to be leaders for all communities and 
have a history for reaching out to the 
Somali community.  
 

Secondly, two of the candidates, Cor-
tez Bogard and Rep. Weddington  
have no true connection with any of the 
needs of the Somali community. And 
they may not have the political pull to 
keep any of their campaign promises. 
Representative Weddington is an in-
cumbent; the community can ask him 
specifically, ñwhat have you accom-
plished for us?ò 
In Columbus elections tend to be run 
like prom court, it is not enough to just 
throw your hat in the race. The people 
need real critical thinking selfless lead-

The Somali Vote Weighs More Than the Dollar  
ers. 
 

Somalis are encouraged to find out 
about the Republican candidate as 
well, the Democratic Party is a party of 
institutions and needs to be balanced. 
African Americans have over commit-
ted to the party and have been implic-
itly deconstructed as a result. 
 

The Somali community is in a leader-
ship role for all African communities 
and African Americans. We are in posi-
tion to help change and maintain eco-
nomic policies generate business tax 
revenue and lead in education. We 
must hold Somali community leaders 
and local Somali papers responsible for 
who they bring to our table.  
 

This country is a representative De-

mocracy; Somalis have to stop de-

manding little pots of cash and start 

demanding rightful representation.  
 

The Writer, Sulaiman Basir is a vice 

president of the Somali Media and Cul-

tural Organization. He can be reached 

at: ideacanon@gmail.com  

Kids Need Cameras!  

 

My fellow Somalis  
 

It is not easy to build a nation. Repair-
ing broken nationhood is an even more 
tedious task. Bringing far scattered 
youth together is not possible for an 
individual but it is never impossible or 
difficult for a group of dedicated and 
committed take responsibility and the 
rest play their roles.  
 

The best way to predict better tomor-
row, better future is create it. Creating 
better tomorrow comes with a cost.  
 

Our future and our nationôs future is 
depends on the sum of our efforts. The 
world cares little about what you know 
or do for yourself. Responsibility is not 
private. It is more of what you do for 
othersô-willingness and ability to help 
another define the responsibility of the 
person.  
 

History thrust this responsibility upon 
us. It is our duty. It is our fate. Becom-
ing active Somali youth is the first step 
toward creating a better tomorrow. 
Somali Youth Diaspora is not a group, 
it is a noun. Even better, it is an adjec-
tive that describes your present status.  
 




