
Hawala Getting Closed  

Suleiman Basir  
The ongoing debate over the ñMosqueò at ground-zero, from the star, has been a frivolous distraction. A 
cleverly designed expression of religious intolerance masked by Munchausen sensitivities and the conser-
vativeôs classic Hobbesian warnings of intruder take over has filled the news cycles. 

Over eight months ago no one was fueling this puerile argument when the project to erect a new religious 
center was first made public. Suddenly in April of this year the New York Post ran an article labeling the 
project as ñwrongò and ñsuspectò, it was the first news paper to negatively describe the project. This was 
inspired by right -wing racist, Pamela Geller. She believes that Muslims are trying to take over the world; 
this is a lot like Torquemada and Queen Isabelleôs gut feeling toward the Jews in Spain- ignorant.  
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Statistic shows that approximately 2,976 people died on the morning of September 11, 2001. Among the 
fatalities were 343 New York City Firefighters, 23 New York City Police officers, and 37 New York Port Au-
thority Police officers who had died. We have all seen it and experienced the warlord which had segregated 
us in many levels. What happened 9/11 was a devastated event that has changed our lives forever. The un-
forgettable attack that American had endured on September 11, 2001 was not crime committed by Islam; it 
was a crime committed by predators that acted so heinously in the name of Islam.  
 
Those people who plotted and executed the attacks to 9/11 did so in the name of Islam. We all know 9/11 
had brought the segregation back into our lives and itôs our responsibilities as an American Citizens to con-
tinue to promote harmony and prosperity in our Country.                    
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Somali Americans are at Pain and Despair  

Ground Zero Mosque 

Special points of interest: 

 ̔The Importance Of Hawala in 

the Somali community.  

 ̔Why is it Getting Closed? 

 ̔Who Is behind the Closing? 

 ̔The Impact of closing Hawala 

By: Ibrahim Abdullahi  
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Somali Americans are 
at Pain and Despair .  
 

Cont. from page 1.  
 

Somali Americans are at Pain and De-
spair.  With over 14% of its population 
in Diaspora, Somalia is a globalised 
nation. The Somali Diaspora makes a 
major contribution to the Somali econ-
omy and livelihoods through remit-
tances, humanitarian assistance and 
participation in recovery and recon-
struction efforts.  Remittances to fam-
ily members inside the country are a 
well-established practice and according 
to UNDP report 2009 remittance flows 
were estimated at up to US$ 2 billion 
in 2004 but could be higher. Remit-
tances represent 23% of household in-
come with up to 40% of households 
receiving some assistance. 
The Somali Diaspora is the major in-
vestor in the country and provides 80% 
of the startup capital for small and me-
dium enterprises (SMEs). For-profit 
activities contribute to economic recov-
ery and improving livelihoods. Return-
ees establish businesses individually or 
as a group and pool resources or man-
age business at the executive level. In-
vestment is spread over various sub-
sectors such as small-scale industries, 
telecommunication, remittances and 
trade. Remittance or Hawala is the life 
line of the Somali population.  
 

The US Treasury Department is enforc-
ing the banks to take the leading role of 
money remittance for money trail pur-

pose. The Banks wants to disown the 
responsibility of the complex process 
and totally closed the local remittance 
company accounts. Who is the end 
user and will there be a money trail? Is 
challenging question to both OFAC and 
the banks. For the past 20 years there 
was no functional or effective govern-
ment in Somalia.   
More than 95 percent of populations in 
Somalia are unemployed. The only 
hope, the only help for them comes 
through Hawala. Closing the remit-
tance source will mean or rather give 
live to the phrase "pulling off the plug" 
from the Somalia oxygen source.  
 

Yes, Somalia is a mess. Al-Shabab is 
pain and profound source of embar-
rassment for the Islamic principle and 
to the Somalis. They are plight to the 
nation. They are imminent danger to 
the African nations. They are threat to 
America. Al-Shabab must be defeated 
for the sake of all of them.  
 

Peace and justice is everybody busi-
ness. It is priority, everyone's priority 
that nothing else can take its place. 
Somalis have seen enough war, injus-
tice, corruptions and more than 
enough for one life time. United States 
of America was and is enormously gen-
erous to them. Somali American have 
sacred responsibility thrust upon them 
by the Islamic teaching, U.S constitu-
tion and their cultural norm to protect 
and defend America from the enemy 
within and from ones outside. Somali 
American takes this responsibility seri-

ously. Constantly- the circumstances 
and news from Somalia or many parts 
of the world remain them how much 
differently their life would have being -
considering the alternative, if they 
were not in America.  
 

But I refused to believe closing the Ha-
wala will hurt Al -shabab nor it is logi-
cal means to fight and defeat them. I 
refused to believe 50, 100 or 500 or 
1000 dollar I send to my extended fam-
ily will help Al -shabab. I refused to be-
lieve Hawala are the problem. On the 
contrary, they are muscle and strength 
of the dying nation -Somalia. The Tran-
sitional Government of Somalia and 
the humanitarian agencies operating in 
Somalia all use Hawala in the place of 
bank because it is the safest, most ef-
fective and accessible means for them.  
 

Somali Americans are asking and 
pleading Obama administrations, the 
Federal Government not to pull the 
plug off from their home country - So-
malia and the million of in refugee 
camps.  Hawala are registered business 
entities. They have license to do busi-
ness in America. Sometimes they have 
gone too far impinging their customersô 
right and privacy to just cooperate with 
the federal government laws and be-
come transparent. They are doing eve-
rything to make living and help. 
Obama Campaign slogan was "change 
we can believe in" To the Somalis 
Americans, closing Hawala was not a 
change they thought would come or 
believed in. 
 

By Ibrahim Abdullahi  
harfi22@yahoo.com  
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IMAGE OF THE WEEK  

òA typical Somali girl deep into her 

thoughtsó. 

From Dirios  Collection  

 Awil Jama é.The 2nd Annual Somali 
Diaspora Youth conference took place in 
Virginia at George Mason University on 
July 31 and August 1, 2010. The theme of 
the conference for this year was 
ñBuilding Bridges for a Better Tomor-
rowò.  
The conference emphasized the need to 
build bridges among the Somali Diaspora 
youth, the Diaspora community around 
the world as well as those left in Somalia. 
The conference provided a venue to 
learn, gain experience, and share knowl-
edge with others.  The variety of the top-
ics presented were impressive and issues 
addressed that impact on our community 
particularly Somali youth were very rele-
vant to all involved.  
The attendance of the conference was 
about two hundred and the participants 
were from as far as Canada, Minnesota, 

Arizona, Michigan, Ohio, Connecticut, 
Maryland, and Virginia.  I was very im-
pressed with the talent of the Somali 
youth, be it in the presentations, poetry 
or the skits that reflected the crisis faced 
by the Diaspora youth who are torn be-
tween their ancestral land and their new 
adopted country.  
Throughout the conference, the partici-
pants expressed their pain and the deeply 
held desire to bring peace to Somalia by 
building bridges among the Diaspora 
community.  
I was pleased with the speeches given by 
the varies speakers, particularly the 
youth that emphasized the importance of 
knowing our identity, that we are first 
Muslims before we are Somalis and that 
the only way to fix the problems of Soma-
lia depends on how strong our connec-
tion to our religion, Islam, is.  

The ultimate goal to solidify our com-
munity efforts and increase solidarity 
within our Diaspora community and 
bring sustainable peace is through com-
mitment, loyalty and desire to meet the 
challenge of finding sustainable peace 
and prosperity for our suffering people 
in Somalia regardless of their regional 
affiliation. Youth presentations capti-
vated the whole audience, and in some 
cases, brought tears to their eyes. 
I was extremely proud and over-
whelmed with joy to have witnessed 
such a talented group of young speakers 
who were well-versed with the various 
issues that affect our community. The 
poetry session blew my mind and capti-
vated my interest and attention. These 
young poets poured their heart and soul 
into their performances.  
In my view, the conference was an over-

all success and one that I am glad to have 
attended. I want to thank the Somali Stu-
dent Association of George Mason Univer-
sity (SSA-GMU) for all of their efforts in 
helping making the conference successful 
and beneficial, particularly the SSAôs 
treasurer, Amina Salad.  However, I will 
be remiss if I donôt mention the fact that 
without Sadia Ali Aden the conference 
would not have materialized. Sister Sadia 
worked nonstop everyday and every-night 
perfecting the conference through confer-
ence calls, running errands and contacting 
several organizations and speakers to 
come and participate at the conference. I 
greatly support and appreciate Sadia Ali 
Aden very much and I wish her the very 
best in this life and the hereafter.  
Itôs now time to prepare for an unforgetta-
ble Somali Diaspora Youth conference in 
2011, where- Columbus Ohio. 

The 2nd Annual Somali Diaspora Youth Conference  
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In May The Examiner claimed the 
Mosque was a move to mock the fami-
lies of 9/11 victims. 

I could have some respect for these 
claims if the southern United States 
prevented the white American 
churches from having wooden crosses 
anywhere near the church or personal 
property, because of course Klansmen 
were good Christians.  

Georgia and Mississippi should be 
forced to change their flags and ease 
the anxiety of African American citi-
zens. Both of these concessions would 
reflect Americaôs concern toward sensi-
tivities afflicted by terrorism.  

The arguments and counter arguments 
only serve to expose the pathologies of 
America and its contemporary democ-
racy.  Neither side as stayed focus on 
the basis of the whole ordeal: an inter-

faith community center is being pro-
posed and it will include, on the top 
two floors, a prayer space for Muslims.  

Good luck trying to keep the wolf cry-
ing conservative, racially shy liberals 
and tea baggers on task and point. 
Hate and fear drive their definitions of 
liberty and freedom - if you want intelli-
gence watch a SciFi movie.  

Americaôs ignorance is inflamed when 
attributing a terrorist act committed by 
degenerates to the faith of Islam, and 
this is the issue that should concern 
Muslims. The building itself only exac-
erbated Americaôs underlying hate for 
immigrants, the Middle East and Is-
lam. And for anyone that would say 
ñnot all Americans feel this wayò, my 
response is tell your cohorts of freedom 
to be clear about just who they have a 
problem with then.  

Concerns have been expressed about 
foreign sources funding the project. 

Concede to the freedom of Hate  

 cont. from page 1. 
 
 

The proposal to Building a Mosque in 
Islamic Cultural center near Ground 
Zero has generated a lot of heat around 
the world. The controversy of the 
Mosque is touching many peopleôs lives 
and is bringing the horrifying memo-
ries of 9/11 to people of all fate.  
 

The First Amendment to the United 
States Constitution guarantees free-
dom of religion which means no ne can 
be denied of their rights regardless but 
what documented on a paper is no 
comparison to how human beings feel. 
In America there are many Majidsô, 
Mosques and other places of worship 
for Muslim and Islam in North Amer-
ica . We are all aware how many 
Mosques are proudly standing all in 
Ohio as well as the 50 States in Amer-
ica . What brings agony and grieves to 
others should be considered to be im-
portant for the solely purpose of our 
collaboration, and the Unification of 
America.  
 

The 1 billion dollars that is anticipated 
on investment to the Mosque near 
ground zero should be spent on the 
other mosques that are in need of 
money. Ideationally speaking around 
the global there are currently a lot of 
Mosque who are in need of financial 

support to keep the Mosque mainte-
nances up and so far. If by building the 
Mosque near ground zero was to speak 
out in behalf of the importance of reli-
gious liberty in America , the point is 
so obvious that it doesnôt need to be 
built. As being an American Citizen we 
should all know the correct narrative is 
American, is not about Muslim, Chris-
tian, Jews, Hindus etc but American as 
whole who should protect & serve their 
country that provides freedom, educa-
tion, growth, and most importantly 
excuses the constitutionally rights for 
everyone who are legitimately Ameri-
cans.  
 

We are all aware the American people 
were highly fair -minded toward what 
had happened in September 11, 2001, 
the American had gone long way of 
distinguishing between the Islam and 
Al-Qaedaôs interpretation of Islam. 
There is resistance to allowing this par-
ticular mosque to be built in this par-
ticular place because many people are 
grieving over the tragic, many people 
are starting to believe the Imam Rauf is 
trying to cooperate a brutal attack 
against the innocents Americans in 
order to make his own point, a point 
which is so unclear to the naked eyes.  
 

Insisting the American to accept the 
Mosque may well deepen the resent-

ment against Muslims as whole, and as 
we have all seen it, for no high minded, 
first amendment reasons how human 
being feelings about their agonies and 
their grieves. Itôs hard to understand 
what this controversy is going to 
achieve by wading into these waters. 
 

What more shame can we perpetuate 
upon ourselves who carry the symbol 
of Allah if we have brought a contro-
versy upon the house of God, the place 
of worship? If we insist building of our  
 

Mosque despite of all these ill feelings, 
the controversy and doubts to our new 
Muslims generation then what type of 
manners are we advocating to others, 
to our new generation of Islam. Not-
withstanding of all that had happen in 
the past and still happening in our pre-
sent time prudence should be one of 
the four cardinal virtues and one of the 
qualities that are important to the 
benefit of our future. We need to un-
derstand controversy in places of wor-
ship and the continuance of violenceôs 
will only sharpening the division in our 
Country in a ways that is both unneces-
sary & harmful. Why are we willing to 
travel to roads that will only deterio-
rate us? 
 

If all we can do is being sensitive to 
others feelings then whatôs so hard & 
unacceptable about that? Victory is 
Peace!  
 

Ismahan Isse, The Friday Bulletin  

Ground Zero Mosque  

Specifically, the concerns are that Mus-
lim countries are funding the construc-
tion, as if that is an indication for ter-
ror. To be reasonable, accepting fund-
ing from Iran would be socially defiant 
and lack sense. 

 It is up to Muslims to get involved at a 

large scale and conserve our energy. 

Instead of bickering with Cassandras of 

Islam and perpetrators of hate, we 

should conceded and build the commu-

nity center somewhere more whole-

some  like in Clintonville, Ohio were 

the young unarmed mentally chal-

lenged Somali boy was gunned down 

by police ñaccidentlyò.  The public 

opinion is right this time,  Muslims 

should concede to the immaturity of 

America and let find a different scape-

goat. 

By Suleiman Basir, FB  

IRAQ: Insurgent 
Outbreak Affects 
of U.S. Withdraw  

Sulaiman Basir, FB  
 
 The recent attack on Iraqi security 
forces was an assertive warning of the 
unrest to come as a reflex to the exit of 
U.S. forces. 
 

The Obama administration is using the 
withdraw as a political sign of control 
and composure and sign to they Ameri-
can public that the seven year occupa-
tion was a success. 
Insurgents launched a 13 city attack in 
Iraq Wednesday (August 25) killing 
over 51 people and wounding  286 oth-
ers. 
 

The Obama administrationôs quest to 
validate the war and gain public sup-
port in the states is proving to have 
fatal effects on the Iraqi public. The 
insurgent attacks were not only sym-
bolic of who is really in charge of the 
conflictôs climate but explicit about the 
political and organizational failures in 
the Iraqi government being left behind 
by the U.S. 
 

while overall violence has decreased 
over the last 24 months, the recent in-
surgencies have been well organized 
and  decisive. 
 

ñOperation New Dawnò, the name of 
the new strategic phase in Iraq, will 
strongly rely on the Iraqi leadership to 
form a government. If internal struc-
ture fails the residual U.S forces will be 
exhausted and American leadership 
will be in a disposition that may re-
quire reevaluating Iraqôs political rele-
vance. 
 
Anthony Cordesman, a national secu-
rity analyst at the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies warns that, 
Regardless of the reasons for going to 
war, everything now depends on a suc-
cessful transition to an effective and 
unified Iraqi government, and Iraqi 
security forces that can bring both se-
curity and stability to the average Iraqi. 
The creation of such an óend stateô will 
take a minimum of another five years, 
and probably tenò. 
 
Suleiman Basir  
ideacanon@gmail.com  
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