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VANCOUVER- Canadian Olympic officials 
can't believe what they keep seeing when 
they look up around town. The sun has been 
shining -- a switch from the early days of the 
Winter Games -- but it's not the clear skies 
that have them scratching their heads.  

The nation that invested $100 million and 
made a public push to win the most medals 
awarded here continually has been forced to 
watch U.S. athletes climbing atop podiums 
they hoped Canadians would assume more 
frequently.  

The 21 medals the United States has won 
after nine of the 17 days in the Winter 
Games are seven more than second-place 
Germany, and stand nine ahead of the pace 
set at the U.S. team's best-ever Games, 
when it won 34 medals at the 2002 Olym-
pics in Salt Lake City. The stunning num-
bers give Team USA hope that it can win the 
overall medal table for the first time since 
the 1932 Winter Games in Lake Placid.  

 

Conôt on page 2 

Inside this issue: 
CAIR: The IRS Office Attack 
is an ñAct of Terrorò 

2  

Collapse of Minaret Kills 36 
Muslims  

2  

Public still wary of H1N1 
vaccine  

3  

Facebook Case Sets Prece-
dent for Freedom of Speech  

3  

Cigarette Smoke #1 Cause 
Of Death  

5 

Somali language 6 -8  8 

Date: 02/19/2010 Volume 2, Issue 8 The Weekly Community News Update  
FREE 

 

A Brief History of 
Masjid Al -Fath  

Canadaõs Veronika Bauer tries to correct her landing during 

a qualifying jump Saturday February 20, 2010 in the 

womenõs aerial competition at Cypress Mountain during the 

2010 Vancouver Winter Olympic Games. (TARA WALTON/

The Canadian Press)  

United States leads medal count  

Manal Mirreh  

The hoopla surrounding the 
H1N1 swine flu pandemic and 
ensuing vaccine shortage has 
all but subsided and now 
seems to be the perfect time to 
reflect on public opinion re-
garding vaccination. Recall the 
fear and anxiety associated 
with a previously unseen vari-
ant of H1N1 which prompted 
school closings and caution 
sign postings at hospitals and 
businesses.  Until recently, 
cases of H1N1 continued to 
climb at a startling rate and 
were disproportionately affect-
ing younger patients.  A study 
in the Journal of the American 

Medical Association in Novem-
ber 2009 showed another dis-
concerting trend that there was 
a perception of H1N1 as a mild 
disease promoting a belief of 
ambivalence about vaccina-
tion.  
According to a Harvard School 
of Public Health survey in Sep-
tember nearly a third were 
worried about side effects 
while twenty -eight percent 
said that they are not at risk 
for a serious case of the flu. 
The misguided belief is that 
the vaccine was rushed and 
was not adequately researched 
for side effects.  
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Masjid Al -Fath which is a newly con-
structed was opened in the summer 2009 
and located few blocks from Columbus 
State Community College .  
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United States leads 
medal count at Vancou-
ver Games.  
 

Norway has won 10 medals and 
Canada, eight. "Hats off to the 
Americans," Chris Rudge, the Ca-
nadian Olympic Committee's 
chief executive and secretary gen-
eral, said Friday. "They are run-
ning away with things right now. . 
. . I've said that to my American 
colleagues: You're doing darn 
good." 
Despite the surprising medal 
surge, the U.S. team will still be 
hard-pressed to match the 34 it 
won in Salt Lake eight years ago.  
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Who are we? 

The Friday Bulletin is an independent 

community newspaper that serves the 

local residents, visitors and businesses 

in Central Ohio.  The paper has special 

focus on the minorities and new immi-

grants in the region. 

The paper is published weekly and dis-

tributed to businesses and worship 

places in Central Ohio. Subscribers can 

get via e-mail and regular snail mail. 

The Friday Bulletin website is posted 

the electronic version of the paper 

weekly and updated on the current is-

sues on daily bases. Those who register 

with our e-mail distribution list will re-

ceive an electronics copy every week.  

We want to hear from you. If you:  

¶ are planning an event in our area 

¶ are opening or operating a business 

in our communities or  

¶ have a story lead for us 

Please get in touch! The more we're in 

communication with our core neighbor-

hoods, the better we can serve our read-

ers and our advertising partners. 

 

Contact us  
3280 Morse road Suite 213 

Columbus, OH 43231 

Phone: 614-432-8336 

Fax: 614-559-9906 

E-mail: info@fridaybulletin.com  
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government by intimidation or coer-
cion, or (iii) to affect the conduct of a 
government by mass destruction, as-
sassination, or kidnapping, and (C) 
occur primarily within the territorial 
jurisdiction of the U.S."  

Awad noted that if a Muslim had car-
ried out the IRS attack, it would have 
surely been labeled an act of terrorism. 

Before taking off in the light plane that 
he allegedly used to attack the IRS 
office, Joseph A. Stack reportedly set 
fire to his own home and posted an anti
-government screed on the Internet 
that was signed "Joe Stack (1956-
2010)." At least 13 people were injured 
in the attack. Two of the victims are 
reported in critical condition. Stack is 
presumed dead.  Source CAIR  

WASHINGTON, D.C- The Council on 
American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) 
called the apparent airborne suicide 
attack on an Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) office in Austin, Texas, an act of 
"terror."  

"Whenever an individual or group at-
tacks civilians in order to make a politi-
cal statement, that is an act of terror," 
said CAIR National Executive Director 
Nihad Awad. "Terrorism is terrorism, 
regardless of the faith, race or ethnicity 
of the perpetrator or the victims. We 
pray for the speedy recovery of those 
injured in the attack."  

He said the USA PATRIOT Act defines 
terrorism as any action "intended (i) to 
intimidate or coerce a civilian popula-
tion, (ii) to influence the policy of a 

CAIR: The IRS Office Attack is an 
ñAct of Terrorò 
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 A minaret of Masjid Bab Berdieyinne 
collapsed killing 36 Muslims and injuring 
over 70 others. King Mohammed VI sent 
rescuers from Fes and Rabat to Meknes 
to help with rescue efforts 
The collapse occurred during Jumaa 
prayers, when hundreds of worshipers 
gather every Friday. 
 Berdieyinne is a 400 year old Mosque 

located in Moroccoôs ancient capitol, 

Meknes. King Mohammed VI was on the 

scene and ordered that the Mosque be 

rebuilt immediately while preserving the 

original architecture. King Mohammed 

also took over the financial burden for 

burial services for the victimsô families. 

Collapse of Minaret 
Kills 36 Muslims  
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Masjid Al -Fath which is a newly con-
structed was opened in the summer 
2009 and located few blocks from Co-
lumbus State Community College .  
Currently, the masjid offers  weekend 
DUGSI from 9:00am -1:00pm for chil-
dren.  Also, in weekend, there is after-
noon quranic and Hadith classes for 
women from Asr to Maghrib.  Moreover, 
there is Riyad-us-Saliheen Hadith class 
after every FAJR prayer.  
Masjid Al -Fath is also expanding in the 
next few months.  One of the Adjacent 
double-lot is scheduled for demolition 
for added parking and play-ground 
space. 
In every Summer, the masjid will offer 
full -time Duqsi and arabic classes for all 
age-groups.  
In Every Spring and Summer, the Mas-
jid Al -Fath dalinyaro youth Soccer pro-
grams has expanded  from one  to three 
teams which is affiliated with and other 
soccer leagues.  Insha Allah we will par-
ticipate with Ibn Taymiya youth pro-
gram this summer. Transportation is 
provided from the masjid.   Free Regis-
tration for teams start on early spring 
for those who want to participate in the 
summer soccer. 
The masjid has a computer room with 
free wireless internet access for students 
and adults  and  may offer computer 
classes.  The masjid's Adress is: 463 N. 
Garfield Ave, Columbus ohio, 43203 
( 614)-556-7951 

A Brief History 
of Masjid Al -Fath  

Countary  Gold  Silver  Bronze Total 

United 

States 

6 6 9 21 

Germany  4 5 4 13 

Norway  5 3 2 10 

Canada 4 3 1 8 

Austria  2 2 3 7 

France 2 1 4 7 

Switzer-

land  

4 0 1 5 

Korea 3 2 0 5 

Russian 

Federation  

1 2 2 5 

China  2 1 1 4 

2010 Vancouver Olympic  

Medal Counts  
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Upcoming Recruiting Events  
FIRST CHURCH OF GOD 

3480 REFUGEE RD. COLUMBUS, 
OHIO 43232 

SATURDAY, MARCH 6, 2010 (10:00AM
-12:00PM) 

 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE  
1000 ATCHESON ST. COLUMBUS, 

OHIO 43203  
SATURDAY, MARCH 6, 2010 (1:00PM-

3:00PM)  
 

COLUMBUS POLICE TRAINING 
ACADEMY 

1000 N. HAGUE AVE. COLUMBUS, 
OHIO 43204  

SATURDAY, APRIL 3, 2010 (10:00AM-
2:00PM)  

 
City of Columbus  
Division of Police 

Minority Recruiting Unit  
614-645 -4642  

1-800 -837 -4642  
www.columbuspolice.org  

Maryan  Duôalle 
 
Tooth decay, bad breath, and chronic 
cough are the physical signs of 
cigarette smoking, but they are not the 
most harmful side effects.  Cigarette 
smoke is the precursor to many killer 
diseases including the three leading 
causes of death in the US, heart 
disease, stroke, and cancer.  The prior 
Surgeon General and the Center of 
Disease Control report indicated that  
cigarette smoke causes or increase the 
risk of twenty deadly diseases many of 
which are cancer and heart 
related.  This finding  makes cigarette 
smoke the number one preventable 
cause of premature death and 
disability.    
 

The question is what makes such a 
small product so lethal?  Cigarettes 
have over five hundred additives, 
which includes 55 proven carcinogens 
(cancer causing agents) evaluated by 
the International Agency for Cancer 
Research. Chemicals such as aldehyde, 
benzene, nickel, and carbon-monoxide 
are in cigarettes.  This explains why 
cigarettes are so harmful to human 
organs.  Besides the carcinogens and 
the other toxic chemicals that destroy 
organ tissues, cigarettes contain 
addictive compounds like 
nicotine.   This is why it is hard for 

smokers to quit even if they realize how 
dangerous cigarette smoking is.  
 

Cigarettes are not only harmful to the 
smoker, but also anyone who comes in 
contact with  cigarette 
smoke.  Secondhand smoke causes 
many illnesses to both adult and 
children.   Over 300,000  youth  are 
diagnosed with secondhand smoke 
related diseases such as asthma and 
respiratory and ear infections.    
 

Cigarette smoking has declined 
generally in the last ten years, and 
there are policies that reduce the risk 
of secondhand smoke, yet everyday 
4000 youth between the ages of 13-17 
start smoking.   Early smoking 
increases both immediate and long 
term risks for serious disability and 
death.  Youth smokers would likely 
smoke longer, studies show that 
nicotine addiction  is similar to that of 
heroin, cocaine and alcohol.  Youth 
smoking is also associated with risky 
behavior such as drug use and 
dropping out of school.   Young people 
need to realize that cigarette smoking 
is lethal to their health, and it  has 
addiction potential.   
 

 Information is the key to making wise  
decisions, so it is imperative for people 
to do the necessary research before 
lighting that smoking gun!  

Cigarette Smoke #1 Cause Of Death  

Manal Mirreh  
 

In fact the H1N1 vaccine has been 
made in that same manner as the sea-
sonal flu. In other words, the vaccine is 
made by the same manufacturers, em-
ploying the same methods as the flu 
shots and nasal sprays administered 
every year.  
Some anti-vaccination skeptics capital-
ized on this opportunity of confusion to 
discourage getting the vaccine by la-
menting that the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) in the U.S. and World 
Health Organization (WHO) was coax-
ing citizens through fear mongering to 
participate in nefarious government 
initiatives. Imagine for a second 
though if the government, scientists 
and public health experts decided to 
tread a different course? What would 
be more reprehensible to act as if H1N1 
is serious and deadly generating public 
concern or to act in the opposite man-
ner?  

Americans and vaccinations have 
shared decadesô worth of distrust. 
Some of this distrust stems from 
Americans skepticism towards govern-
ment and to a lesser extent the scien-
tific community. In the ó90s intense 
debate occurred regarding the mercury 
preservative thimerosal that is found in 
vaccines like Hepatitis B and its con-
nection to autism. Many parents be-
lieved that vaccines caused their chil-
drenôs autism because symptoms ap-
peared after administration of the vac-
cine. As human beings we have a ten-
dency to see causal relationships where 
none exist.  Although countless studies 
have been published disproving the 
link between vaccination and autism 
the debate about vaccine safety rages 
on.  
The confusion surrounding H1N1 vac-
cination is due in part to media cover-
age.  Headlines and airwaves warned 
about a possible pandemic that could 

Public still wary of H1N1 vaccine  
affect millions, questioned the safety 
and efficacy of the vaccine when it was 
finally available and groaned about the 
shortage of vaccines in the same 
breath. The dependency on 24 hour 
news cycles and the internet has un-
doubtedly served to drown out any 
thoughtful discussion on the matter. 
The choice to get vaccinated should be 
based on gathering information from 
reputable sources beginning with oneôs 
health care provider. Without the use 
of vaccinations hundreds of thousands 
of individuals would still be dying from 
illnesses like polio, MMR (measles, 
mumps, and rubella), whooping cough 
and countless other terrible diseases. It 
is far too early to judge whether public 
health officials overreacted. But it is 
better to be safe than sorry and per-
haps this experience will serve as a 
wakeup call to reinvest in our nationôs 
ailing public health sector to better 
prepare for future events. 

Sulaiman Basir  
A case ruled by U.S. Magistrate Barry 
Garber, may help set the stage for free-
dom of ócyber ôspeech and expression 
rights.  
Katherine Evans was suspended in 
2007 from Pembroke Pines Charter 
School after creating a Facebook page 
expressing her disdain for one of her 
teachers. 

The American Civil Liberties Union 

(ACLU) is representing Evans and filed 

a lawsuit to expunge Evans school sus-

pension. U.S. Magistrate Garber ruled 

in favor of Evansô by regarding her 

First Amendment rights.  

  "Evans' speech falls under the wide 

umbrella of protected speech," Garber 

explained. "It was an opinion of a stu-

dent about a teacher, that was pub-

lished off-campus ... was not lewd, vul-

gar, threatening, or advocating illegal 

or dangerous behavior." 

Even more, the school principal, Peter 

Bayer, had suspended Evans two 

months after the page had been taken 

down. Garber addressed the delay by 

noting, ñthe potential spark of disrup-

tion had sputtered out, and all that re-

mained was the opportunity to pun-

ishò.  

This case will set the tone for how 

internet usersô rights are protected. 

Considering the web is the social scene, 

the protection of expression rights is 

important for the near future. The in-

terpretation of the laws must evolve 

with the culture of the land.  

Facebook Case 
Sets Precedent 
for Freedom of 

Speech  

Becoming a police officer  

Minority Recruiting Unit  

http://www.columbuspolice.org/

