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Central Ohio Muslims
Celebrate Eid Al  -fitr

Ahmed Adan ognize the positive role that religious
Friday Bulletin communities of all faiths, including
Muslims, have played in American life.
He urged all Americans to donate to
the Pakistan Relief Fund to help vic-
tims of the recent floods in Pakistan.

Friday, Sept. 10, 2010, Marks the end
of the holy month of Ramadan and the
beginning of the month of Shawal on
the Islamic calendar. Muslims all over
the world celebrate Eid Al-Fitr which is
one of the most important days of the
year, and one of only two holidays that
Muslims take part in. Eid literally
means "festivity," while fitr means
"break-fasting." Basically, it's a cele-
bration symbolizing the end of the dif-
ficult and arduous month -long fast of
Ramadan. It's a time for all the families
of the community to come together and
rejoice at the blessings that Allah has
bestowed on them, and to thank Him
for those blessings.

This years, the holiday comes as plans
to build an Islamic community center
and mosque near the site of New York
City's former World Trade Center have
sparked intense opposition in the
United States.

Also, a minister in the state of Florida

is threatening to burn copies of the
Quran on the anniversary of the Sep-
tember 11, 2001 terrorist attacks, which
falls one day after the Eid festival this
year 2010.

Before the day of Eid, Muslims are ob-
ligated to pay Zakah or Zakat (Arabic:

W Fishe Islamic charity tax a small
fix amount per person and 2.5% of
their wealth to specified categories of
poor people if their annual wealth ex-
ceeds a minimum level (nisab). During
the last few days of Ramadan, each
Muslim family gives a determined
amount as a donation to the poor. This
donation is of actual food -- rice, bar-
ley, dates, rice, etc.-- to ensure that the
needy can have a holiday meal and par-
ticipate in the celebration.

Suleiman Basir
The Friday Bulletin

Since the heinous crimes committed on
9/11 America has been in a defined
fiwar on terrorod.
evolved complements to fear and mil-
lions of tax dollars. Debates concerning
U.S. borders, immigration and even the
manipulation of the constitution have
heated the social and political environ-
ments. Even when terrorism is not the
basis of discussion anytime Islam or
Muslim are subjects somehow terror-
ism is a welcomed interjection.

Se

On the day of Eid, Muslims gather
early in the morning in a certain loca-
tions or mosques to perform the Eid
prayer. This consists of a sermon fol-

lowed by a short congregational prayer.  |gjam is a religion and way of life that

perpetuates peace, prayer, forgiveness,
charity and the pursuit of education.
Islam is democratic in the sense that
religious tolerance is part of the

"Deen’ (religious requirement). His-
tory and religious text reference the
democracy of Islam; protecting
neighbors, donating armies to protect
freedom, adopting orphans and provid-
ing aid to those defeated by Muslim
armies. Islam is conservative in family
values, social norms, the promotion of
trade and self help. The one attribute,
prescribed by the U.S, that is neither
supported or part of the Deenis acts of
terrorism against the innocent.

After the Eid prayer, Muslims usually
scatter to visit various family and
friends, give gifts (especially to chil-
dren), and make phone calls to distant
relatives to give well-wishes for the
holiday. These activities traditionally
continue for three days. In most Mus-
lim countries, the entire 3 -day period is
an official government/school holiday.

On this Eid Al -fitr occasion The Presi-
dent Barack Obama has greeted Mus-
lims in the United States and around
the world. He said it is a time of self-
reflection focusing on the values that
Muslims and people of all faiths share -
charity, community, cooperation and
compassion. He called upon the global
community to reflect on the impor-
tance of religious tolerance and to rec-

The U.S patronizes the principle of the
free of religion but does not constrain
the freedom of expression to the bonds
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of understanding and respect. If a soci-
ety condones the freedom of religion
then at least policy makers, politicians,
educators and members of the press
should be responsible for knowing and

Islamophobia Convert Racism

liberal, and right hand press get the
audacity to think that these behaviors
are socially acceptable?

The Conservatives have been using Is-

onderstanding thedasicsaof the reti-r a v éam, Muslim, Arab and Somalis as in-

gious practices of their constituencies.
A big part of tolerance requires educa-
tion, understanding and regard for
modesty (refraining from discrimina-
tion). The recent attacks on Muslims
and members of predominately Islamic
cultures have all lacked any signs of
tolerance. Instead, the behavior has
expressed bigotry, violence, protest,
reproach, criminalization and pro-
moted division and fear.

The conversion to Islam by both White
and African Americans in the United
States has gradually increased since
2001. There are Muslims in the U.S
military, government and anywhere

you look in this melting pot. What is
America really afraid of, or what do
conservatives have to gain by marginal-
izing a whole religion?

Most people would assume that the U.S
learned from slavery, segregation and
apartheid-t hat t hey
lized societies. The exile of Jews in
Western Europe and the attempted
annihilation of Jews during the World
Wars didndt prove
ternationally approved. So where does
the American conservative, disengaged

o be

terchangeable terms. This has success-
fully confused the better judgment of

the majority of American citizens and it
shows in recent polls regarding the

New York faith center-at A Gr ound
z e r- and those polls ranking presi-
dent Obamads job
recent Gallop pol
rating is at 43%, pathetically however,
it started dropping after the President
made comments that semi- supported
the New York faith center.
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Polls reflect that only 49% of Ameri-
cans approve how Obama is handling
terrori sm. That 6s
have been no successful terror events
in the states other than the unfortunate
incident at Fort Hood in 2009.

Small scale terror plots were commit-
ted by -American born- American citi-
zens, who were new converts.

odd

The domestic war on terrorism is all

d o n & taboyf watakingjyeungcSpmalis. pre-

venting the conversion to Islam and

the keeping out of immigrants. And at

the end of the day the conservatives
civilized or in-
Cont. on page 8
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America and Islam a relationship
based on mutual misunderstanding

By Ibrahim Abdullahi
The Friday Bulletin

You heard about the story of the
mosque, rather the grand building near
ground zero endorsed by the American
Muslim and the fuss it generated. | will
sound bias if | defend either Americans
or Muslim because | am both in princi-
pally and practically. But here is some-
thing | will defend brutally without fear
or repercussion 1 Islamic principle and
the American Constitution.

Islam is perfect but if there any fault it

is not from the Islamic teaching or
principle but rather from the disciple

of this faith -Muslim. They are human
beings and prone to mistakes. They are
mostly imperfect. The American Con-
stitution is possibly the best in the
world. It grants protection to all those
who seek refuge, an equal protection as
much as those who were born here.

President Obama spoke late and joined
the debate when he was not needed
most. Senator Harry Reid spoke

bluntly displaying his true colors -
which his racist statements a couples of
years ago already precluded to. Both of
this politicians was not speaking their
mind, they were politically motivated.
Only New Yorkers and ordinary citizen
were genuine in this debate. Mayor
Michael Bloomberg made great point.
He argued in his support for the
mosque project that it will yield cross -
cul tural di al ogue.
let American Muslim Scholars teach

young American Muslim, if American
non-Muslim refuse Islamic library or
center near them, if we let emotion
blind us from this war of ideas and
competing to race against mind and
heart of younger star, they will leave
and empty the podium for the extrem-
ist and they will be firmly insert their
principle and force us to accept
through in our living room.

Fox and CNN news will be glad to do,
fexpression
ing us clips of Muslim -look like talking
about the true version of Islam. On
behalf of Muslim Americans | con-
gratul at e
ervation Commission for unanimously
voting the mosque project to proceed.
And American Muslims should stop
their arrogant smirk responses and
start living up to the Islamic teaching
and American Constitution require-
ment by becoming more transparent
and make clearly in explanation on
how they will get the 100 million dollar
that the project requires.

President of the Council of Islamic New
Yorkers, at the beginning of Ramadan
said, "the commission today acted ob-
jectively. They didn't allow the irrele-
vant hate and misinformation to affect
the decision-making; we are all victims
as Americans". To the terrorist we are
all American, and it is better for all of
us to hear and learn true version of
l1slam Froin this lcultfal dialodue o&e
ter than anywhere else.
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Islam Should Not Concede to Hate

Sulaiman B asir,
The Friday Bulletin

Pastor Terry Jones is hoping to become
a new American hero. He announced
that he was calling off the burning of
Quran event, not because of the inter-
national warnings and pleas against
the event, but because of a hopeful
compromise with the New York reli-
gious center . 0 We
our goal 6, Rev. Te
press after announcing the events tem-
BoPaf) susgeribrO the dbal wad & W -
blackmail the Islamic leadership in

New York into moving or canceling the
construction of the downtown Manhat-

fan rbligidud dBfel. Kk Pres -

The Florida pastor called of the burn-
ing under the assumption that Imam
Faisal Rauf was moving the Manhattan
project, calling t
from Godo. However
ments from Imam Rauf do not support
that any such deal was made.

Imam Rauf told CNN Wednesday
night, t hat inot hi
reference to negations about the Man-
hattan project. Although, it is unlikely
that he would compromise to Pastor
Terrybds heinous bl
The rest of the Muslim world is watch-
ing and so are others that look up to
American justice, even more, terrorist
recruiters are looking in as well. Imam
ade this observation and im-
plied that outside perceptions are im-
portant to America
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and the integrity of peaceful Muslim
living in America.

President Obama characterized the
burning a
Qaedao. And Genera
in warning that the event could ignite
insurgence violence in Afghanistan.
Those in national security would also
be occupied by threats of domestic

hstesper caedlscotab ShababiosahQaeda.

r Gomprainisingdosbigdtry wodld noth e
prove wise for Imam Rauf, at the same
time the Burning of the Qurans would
spark an immediate reaction and even
cause proposed stress on our soldiers
abroad.

Either of these decisions are bait for
terrorist recruiters. If Imam Rauf turns
his back on the rights of American
Muslims to satiate a Christian terrorist,

htieen tiecTalibas Bndl Al-Qaeddiwille s s a g e

, exploit fow Anterica uladties lslamic
leadership and denies the rights of
Muslims.

More importantly, if Imam Rauf con-

ncgdes t@ hate &nfl inelqualéy, atharlol e o

cations outside of New York will use
fear mongering and bigotry to press
issues of their own. It will start a chain
areaktiomanot lorily refépcting Muslims but
anyone

One minute Terry Jones claims his ac-
tions are in battle with terrorist, then
in the next he is attributing Islam to
the devil and pressuring the infringe-
ment on the right to worship.

6s national
Jonesd protection
ment is null by the fact that he is plot-
ting a hate crime and plotting black-
mail and aggression against Imam
Rauf. If Jones actually carries out the
moronic event he would be responsible
for any violent consequences, therefore
being the culprit for inciting violence.
The Obama administration has got to
use constitutional loopholes to protect
the peace, our U.S. soldiers in war and
the constitution.

Imam Rauf has the responsibility of
protecting the modesty of millions of

W Muslims worldwide, and everyone is

3414 Cleveland Avenue

watching.
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