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President Obama's timely and decisive response to General McChrystal was iconic in the sense it 

was an opportunity for Obama to reiterate that he is indeed the Commander in Chief and that he 

could be emotive in response.  As Press Secretary Robert Gibbs said, ñ[President Obama] was an-

gry...you would know it if you saw itò. 

This demonstration starts with a missed flight and an over privileged investigative reporter from 

Rolling Stone magazine, Michael Hastings. Michael met with General McChrystal and his top staff 

by default and it turned out to be a career lift for Hastings and demise for the general.   
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There are no such doubts of course in the American 

camp, where their never say die attitude produced 

another one of those miracles that make soccer so 

great ï a goal by Landon Donovan  in the dying mo-

ments that beat Algeria and promoted the United 

States into the knockout stage. The emotion of the 

moment reduced Donovan ï who has suffered a diffi-

cult divorce and much criticism in recent years ï to 

tears and brought Bill Clinton rushing to the locker 

room to eulogize the players, saying they epitomized 

the American spirit. He said he went hoarse from 

yelling when the goal went in. 

Cont. on page 3 

United States into the knockout stage to face Ghana  
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Who are we? 

The Friday Bulletin is an independent 

community newspaper that serves the 

local residents, visitors and businesses 

in Central Ohio.  The paper has special 

focus on the minorities and new immi-

grants in the region. 

The paper is published weekly and dis-

tributed to businesses and worship 

places in Central Ohio. Subscribers can 

get via e-mail and regular snail mail. 

The Friday Bulletin website is posted 

the electronic version of the paper 

weekly and updated on the current is-

sues on daily bases. Those who register 

with our e -mail distribution list will re-

ceive an electronics copy every week.  

We want to hear from you. If you:  

¶ are planning an event in our area 

¶ are opening or operating a business 

in our communities or  

¶ have a story lead for us 

Please get in touch! The more we're in 

communication with our core neighbor-

hoods, the better we can serve our read-

ers and our advertising partners. 

 

Contact us  
3280 Morse road Suite 213 

Columbus, OH 43231 

Phone: 614-432-8336 

Fax: 614-559-9906 

E-mail: info@fridaybulletin.com  
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General McChrystal's recent resignation 
was in response to the political heat he has 
received about the leaked comments from 
the interview, some of his own and most 
from his staff which he was responsible for.  
McChrystal and his aides were quoted 
mocking Vice President Biden and 
disrspecting President Obama's security 
administration and even Richard Hol-
brooke. 
 

Although Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee chairman John Kerry advise against 
acting on Gen. McChrystal prematurely, 
Senators McCain, Graham, Lieberman and 
Levin were very adamant about Obama 
removing Gen. McChrystal. 
One would have to wonder, why would  
general with McChrsytal's experience allow, 
explicitly, such inflammatory expressions 
to go to print. And why the Rolling Stone?  
Some pundits and folks in the press have 
called McChrsystal naive, but the incident 
has the personality of a purposeful occur-
rence.  
 

McChrystal never understood nor agreed 
with anything Biden suggested about the 
Afghan conflict - and why would he, Biden 
is not the President. There has been long 

standing friction between he and President 
Obama's ideologies about the conflict, even 
after Obama agreed to deploying more 
troops to Afghanistan.  
 
General McChrystal, in his report last year, 
was very clear that this long war needed a 
new approach. ñFailure to gain the initiative 
and reverse insurgent momentum in the 
near term (next 12 months) ð while Afghan 
security capacity matures ð risks an out-
come where defeating the insurgency is no 
longer possible...ò  This statement was in 
contrast to the administrations ambition to 
end military actions quickly and focus on 
civilian recovery and state-building.  
McChrystal showed his frustration with the 
administration with his assessment of the 
overall policies and priorities of the Afghan 
conflict. "There is nothing new about these 
principles of counterinsurgency and organ-
izational efficacy" , suggested McChrystal in 
his assessment. 
Although McChrystal got most of what he 
asked for resource wise when he like Gen. 
Westmoreland requested an expansion in 
troops in the twilight of the President's de -
escalation of the war.  The frustrated gen-
eral has been in the theater for a long time 
coming straight from Iraq to Afghanistan. 

Having survived one failed campaign it 
would seem that McChrystal used the Roll-
ing Stone interview as a professional ca-
tharsis.  
Presently in Afghanistan violence and casu-
alties are up and there has been a discon-
nect on the ground between troops and the 
command. Now an untimely shift in com-
mand from a combat general to Gen. 
Patraeus  a policy general is in effect for 
this $1 trillion saga.  
A recent CNN poll showed that 39% people 
asked believed that the US is winning in 
Afghanistan. However, the same poll 
showed that 53% do not think the war is 
worth fighting. iN 2008 A Washington Post 
poll showed more support with a 53-44 
percent margin. 
Division is growing between the voters and 
the administration, the military command 
and the civilian, the administration and the 
Pentagon, and the administration itself.  
While McChrystal's media breakdown may 
have been needed in order to bring things 
back into perspective, Gen. Patraeus will 
hopefully help bring things to an end before 
anymore internal aberrations occur.   
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Peter Erlinder, a professor at the William 

Mitchell College of Law in Minneapolis , 

arrived yesterday  from Nairobi where he 

rested for about three days after the Rwan-

dan government released him uncondi-

tional from jail.  He said that he believes no 

one would have learned of his fate if he 

hadn't been able to summon a U.S. em-

bassy official to his hotel when he was ar-

rested May 28. He said nobody at the em-

bassy knew he was still in Rwanda because 

airline records somehow had been altered 

to show he had left the morning before. 

He said he owes his life to thousands of 

people around the world who demanded 

his release after word got out. He returned 

home Tuesday after about three weeks in 

custody. 

The professor spoke at the law school in 

what had been billed as a briefing for re-

porters, but shaped up more as a 35-minute 

lecture on his ordeal, as well as recent 

Rwandan history. He drew applause from 

supporters, faculty, staff and students who 

attended.  

Erlinder, who had gone to Rwanda to help 

defend an opposition presidential candi-

date, ran afoul of authorities because he 

disputes the official version of what hap-

pened in 1994. He has not been formally 

charged and was released on medical 

grounds late last week. Rwandan authori-

ties said their investigation would continue.  

Erlinder was arrested and charged for 

breaking the Rwandan genocide ideology 

law - which prohibits anyone from ques-

tioning the official Rwandan account of the 

killings in 1984.   

Erlinder challenged many times about the 

Rwandan governmentôs version of 

ñGenocideò  definition and called for ex-

panding the investigation which as some 

suspects could include the current Presi-

dent of Rwanda, Paul Kegame and others in 

the government.   

Early last month, Erlinder left for Rwanda 

to defend Victoire Ingabire, an opposition 

candidate for president in the upcoming 

August election, who is also charged with 

genocide ideology denial but ended up ar-

rested by the Rwandan government.  

Erlinder is also known for his critic of US 

Policy on Rwandan government. He told 

African News Journal just before his arrest 

that ñKagame has always depended upon 

Pentagon/US support...which international 

bodies are willing to take-on the Pentagon, 

Clinton's State Dept and President 

Obama?  When Kagame becomes the same 

kind of embarrassment that Mobutu be-

came, he will be deposed....one hopes 

peacefulò 

Erlinder is released after a worldwide cam-

paign from supporters reached Rwanda 

including human rights organizations, law 

institutions and many others. Professor 

Erlinder teaches at St. Paul based William 

Mitchel College of Law and is a former 

president of the National Lawyers Guild.  

Professor Peter Erlinder Returns from Rwanda  
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U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services Seeks Public Comment on 
Proposal to Adjust Fees for Immigra-
tion Benefits  
 

WASH ðU.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) is seeking public com-
ment on a proposed federal rule that would 
adjust fees for immigration benefit applica-
tions and petitions.  The proposal, posted to 
the Federal Register  today for public view-
ing, would increase overall fees by a 
weighted average of about 10 percent but 

would not increase the fee for the naturali-
zation application.    
USCIS is a fee-based organization with 
about 90 percent of its budget coming from 
fees paid by applicants and petitioners to 
obtain immigration benefits.  The law re-
quires USCIS to conduct fee reviews every 
two years to determine whether it is recov-
ering its costs to administer the nationôs 
immigration laws, process applications, 
and provide the infrastructure needed to 
support those activities.  This proposed rule 
results from a comprehensive fee review 

USCI  Proposes New Fees for Immigration Benefits  

The international development agency Pro-
gressio, the Development Planning Unit at 
University College London (UCL) and 
Somaliland Focus UK has welcomed the 
good progress being made toward the hold-
ing of Somalilandôs long-delayed presiden-
tial elections on the scheduled date of 26 
June 2010. 

The three organizations, whose advance 
mission is now established in Hargeisa, 
were invited in January 2009 by Somali-
landôs National Electoral Commission 
(NEC) to act as coordinators of the interna-
tional observation mission for presidential 
elections in the internationally -
unrecognized Republic of Somaliland. 

Given past difficulties, recent months have 
seen rapid progress towards a free and fair 
election. The election looks set to take place 
on the scheduled date. This is a clear indi-
cation of the effectiveness of the new NEC, 
put in place after the parties agreed to a 
revised timetable for elections. 

Since campaigning started in early June, 
there have been no major campaign-related 
incidents of violence. The agreement be-
tween the three parties to hold rallies on 
separate days appears to be holding. In 
security terms, an incident involving al-
leged political Islamists in the town of 
Burco in early June regrettably resulted in 
the death of a member of Somalilandôs po-
lice force. This has given cause for concern 
in the context of threats to disrupt the elec-
tion, but also demonstrates the prepared-
ness of the Somaliland population and po-
lice. 

There are outstanding logistical issues to be 
resolved around the security of observers, 
which are essential for the mission to pro-
ceed, but we look forward to a speedy reso-
lution of these. Michael Walls, a joint coor-
dinator, said ñwe hope to have around 70 
international observers from a wide variety 
of countries, along with 800 local counter-
parts. Naturally, we are actively monitoring 
the security situation in order to ensure 

Welcome for progress over  
impending Somaliland elections  

that a balance is maintained between the 
widest possible coverage of the poll and the 
personal security of the observation teams.ò 

His colleague, Dr Steve Kibble, said ñwe are 
encouraged by the overwhelming desire of 
the people of Somaliland to see a peaceful 
election, recognized as such both nationally 
and internationally. At this stage, we expect 
that such an outcome can be achieved.ò 

The presidential elections in Somaliland 
have been repeatedly delayed. The poll has 
previously been scheduled for March/April 
2008, December 2008, March 2009 and 
September 2009. 

Somaliland is situated in Somaliaôs north-
west. It declared unilateral independence 
from the failed Somali state in 1991 and has 
since been a haven of relative peace whilst 
violence and instability has characterized 
Somalia, its capital Mogadishu and more 
recently the Gulf of Aden. 

Source: Progressio Development Unit, 
University College  London 

begun in 2009.           
 The proposed fee structure would establish 
three new fees, including a fee for regional 
center designations under the Immigrant 
Investor Pilot Program, a fee for individuals 
seeking civil surgeon designation and a fee 
to recover USCISôs cost of processing immi-
grant visas granted by the Department of 
State.  The proposed fee structure also re-
duces fees for certain individual applications 
and petitions as a result of lower processing 
costs.     

Ibrahim Abdullahi  

Robert Island held many South Africans 
who protested their distaste against white 
Apartheid. Funny they asked the white 
guards to allow them to play soccer.  A Soc-
cer team created to score goals that pene-
trates through prison walls. Goals, one that 
has affects beyond Referee scoreboard in-
dex, field audience creams. One soccer team 
created to revive the dreams that led them 
to that Island brings the future closer by 
getting players ready to rule a team with 
much larger players (more than twenty 
four) and audience larger than field -full.  

Never told story of how South Africans pris-
oner in Robert Island build government of 
the future for independent South Africa 
using soccer team. Robert Island, I know 
you heard that many times, it is the Island 
in South Africa where those skinny black 
guys were taken by white Apartheid to har-
ness their pride and their dreams to wither. 
Or so it was supposed to be.  

Nelson Mandela called this prison a home 
for almost 30 years. After many cold nights 
and constant, painful remainder of their 
brain and physical capacity, the black poor 
prisoners decided to ask the white superiors 
something they will not see as threat-afford 
them for the chance to create soccer team.  

Dikgang Moseneke one of the prisoners in 
the Island, wrote the arguments to the 
white guards and then to the superiors. And 
then he wrote the constitution for the soc-
cer team. The second constitution Mose-
neke ever wrote, he wrote for a country. 
DiKgang Moseneke also wrote the first Con-
stitution for Independent South Africa.  

This story gives life to the phrase ñpractice 
practice yield perfectionò. This year South 
Africa is fortunate to holding FIFA World 
Cup. That very people who created that 
proud and very independent country spent 
many years in a prison cell a walking dis-
tance from the Stadium this world cup is 
going to be played.  

Here is a catch, being serious about what 
one does yield greater goal than antici-
pated.  

Basically, it is only a soccer team, what if 
they would have all said the odds were 
against them, they were hungry and the 
possibility to see freedom was remotely 
entertained yet they never got discouraged 
to practice.  The world belongs to those who 
believe the beauty of their dreams- true to 
the core indeed. 

Soccer team  

created to see 
sunlight, Practice 

governance, revive 
a dream!  

World Cup: United States into the knockout 
stage to face Ghana  

FB Sports  

The Americans will now face Ghana, who 
finished second in Group D, on Saturday in 
Rustenburg in a last-16 knockout game. 
"We believe we can beat any team in this 
tournament. Given our experiences from 
last year [at the Confederations Cup] we 
think we can do really big things, we're go-
ing to go for it," the 28 -year-old told CNN.  
"We had some good moments but I didn't 
have a lot of opportunities, so when I did 
get a chance I wanted to make the most of 
it."  
 

This World Cup had a record six African 
entrants, due to the automatic qualification 
of hosts South Africa, but only Ghana has 
reached the second round, and the conti-
nentôs  only other chance, Didier Drogbaôs 
Ivory Coast, looks certain to fall out unless 
they can pull off a high scoring  result 
against North Korea on Friday which even 

their own players believe would require 
divine intervention.  
 
The first World Cup in Africa was the ful-
fillment of what once looked like an impos-
sible dream for a continent where every boy 
dreams of digging himself out of poverty 
with his feet and becoming one of the mil-
lionaire players in the European leagues. 
Yet African sides have greatly disappointed 
here. 
 

Sadly, the truth is that Africaôs soccer prow-
ess is built on a few exceptional men play-
ing for the biggest European teams. On the 
continent itself infrastructure and invest-
ment, facilities and corrupt or incompetent 
governing bodies still leave a wealth of tal-
ent unexploited. There will need to be ma-
jor structural changes for Africa finally to 
realize its dream of reaching the very top 
levels of world soccer and it certainly will 

not happen this year. 
 

Perhaps the fastest changes will happen in 
South Africa itself, where the World Cup 
has turned its Bafana Bafana players into 
national heroes despite their elimination in 
the first round, united the races at least for 
the moment, and given a powerful boost to 
future soccer. 
Bafana Bafana scored their biggest ever 
international victory by beating France in 
their final group match ï even though that 
did not save them from elimination. Both 
the players and Brazilian manager Carlos 
Alberto Parreira said the team could hold 
their heads high with a fine performance 
that showed the players had the physical 
and mental conditioning to do well on a 
major stage. Parreira was in tears when he 
bid farewell to the team. ñWe canôt see this 
as a failure ... itôs just a disappointment,ò he 
said. Saturday 2pm US Vs Ghana  

http://www.federalregister.gov/OFRUpload/OFRData/2010-13991_PI.pdf
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